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Strategies for Homework Success

Homework

At MES Cairo, homework encompasses a whole variety of activities
instigated by teachers to support learning in the classroom and to help
students develop into effective, independent learners. For example, parents
who read stories to their children before bedtime are helping to support
their child’s learning at school. In Years 1-6, we ensure that any homework is
related to the current topic to give our students additional opportunities to
explore the topic in an inspiring way, for example, designing a method of
transport that Phileas Fogg could use to travel the world. We encourage
parents to have a routine in place for their children which allows them to
complete tasks independently in a quiet space, without distractions or
unnecessary interruptions. Google Classroom is the perfect way to keep up
to date with the learning which is happening in your child’s classroom, as
well as the tasks which students are expected to complete at home.
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…during our first half term at MES Cairo, we have settled in really well to the routines and expectations of being in FS1. We
have been engaged with learning, both in the classroom and the Pod, as well as in the Outdoor Learning area where we
enjoy exploring our surroundings, particularly in the sand area. We are beginning to demonstrate our confidence at trying
out new activities and most importantly developing friendships with our classmates.
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…we learned about the various types of
insects and bugs found around our school,
noting their similarities and differences. As
part of our topic, we explore different areas
around the school to investigate where and
how bugs live. We were very excited to find a
spider spinning a web behind the building
blocks and we also found several snails
crawling out of the garden. Through our
observations and findings, we gained a deeper
appreciation for these little creatures and
enhanced our understanding towards living
things.
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…we have been engaged in our learning about the human body
in Science this term. First, we drew around Miss Haidy and
labelled the different body parts on the poster. Next, we moved
on to exploring our five senses and which body parts are
associated with each sense. We loved tasting different types of
food and we were surprised to know that pure cocoa powder is
bitter and not sweet. It was a fun and delicious lesson. As well as
enjoying some very hands-on Science lessons, we have been
inspired by our ‘Super-Me’ topic. We reflected on how we are all
special and have some superheroes powers such as being
resilient, risk taking learners.

4

…we have been learning about the Great Fire of London by completely immersing ourselves in the year 1666. One of the
ways we achieved this, was by baking our own bread, just as the London baker would have done so many years ago. Our
research has also provided us with opportunities to discuss important aspects of fire safety and the dangers of fire.
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…we have been preparing for the Year 3 Concert
in our recent Expressive Arts lessons. Mr Billy
has been working with the class to exemplify our
singing skills, while also choreographing actions
to the songs and developing different acting
skills. We have enjoyed being able to practise
the songs and videos at home as they were
shared on Google Classroom so that everyone
was ready to make a great impression at the
final performance in the school theatre.

6

In Year 4 Orange…

…we have been exploring circuits. So far, we have been able to create working circuits with bulbs that light up, loud
buzzers, propellers that spin and even use switches to give us more control when using our circuits. As our confidence has
grown, we have looked at images of circuits, predicted if they would work or not, and tried the circuits out ourselves. We
became even more curious about insulators and conductors, so we planned an experiment. We brought in some items
from home to test. As a result of our investigations, we discovered that tin foil and keys are conductors of electricity.
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In Year 5 Orange…

...we have been developing our skills in English lessons through writing fictional diaries linked to our class novel called
‘Kensuke's Kingdom’. In Maths, we have been learning new strategies to solve addition, subtraction and multiplication
problems, using our own devices to complete our classwork through Google Classroom. As part of our learning for our
topic 'On the Move’, we have been exploring different types of migration. We created Google forms to survey the
experiences of our family members and friends about ways in which they, or people they know, have moved to live in
different countries.
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In Year 6 Orange…

…we have been exploring our enquiry skills and igniting our curiosity through Science experiments. We attempted to blast
rockets from the ground using a chemical reaction. After each rocket launch attempt, we reflected on our launch and
were able to make changes. We researched the scientific explanation as to how and why the rockets work then, we used
this new information to improve our rockets. We were lucky enough to have engineering students from Cairo University
visit us and discuss the process they go through to build their own car to compete in the Shell Eco-marathon. Their
process was similar to our rocket launches and we were able to develop insightful questions to ask them.
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…we are always keen to observe our talented
students putting themselves in challenging
positions, taking risks and competing at a high level.
We saw this at the beginning of this term when Year
5 and Year 6 students tried out for their chosen
Cougar teams. This year, we witnessed record
numbers of participants, with 240 students taking
their learned skills from PE and putting them into
the trials of football, basketball, netball and
swimming. The competition was fierce, with all of
our coaches being given the difficult task of selecting
a small percentage for their squads. We would like
to thank everyone for taking part in the trials and
offer our congratulations to all of the successful
athletes. Good luck for the upcoming season. Go
Cougars!
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…our new online homework tools Spelling Shed and Maths Shed are proving to be extremely popular with the students in
Years 1-6.
When playing additional games as well as the weekly tasks set by class teachers Spelling Shed words are divided into three
categories: stage one and two; stage three and four; and stage five and six. The word appears on screen and is spoken, and
when your child has studied it, they click OK and then try to write it from memory by clicking on the right letters. Students
score points for each correct word, which they can add to the school leaderboard. Within each category you can choose an
easy, medium or hard level. Easy means that only the letters that appear in the word are provided; medium includes a few
extra letters as decoys, and hard features a wider choice of letters to pick from. In addition, medium and hard levels don’t
show the spelling word on screen.
Maths Shed also provides a fun and engaging way to practise maths skills at home. The app includes: number bonds, time
tables, related times tables facts, powers of ten with and without decimals, addition and subtraction up to 4 digit numbers
and counting through zero. In line with Spelling Shed, there are three levels of gameplay for Maths Shed with Easy and
Medium having more scaffolding to support students where needed.
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Wednesday 23rd October
Year 3 Concert in School Theatre (9.00am)

Friday 25th October to Saturday 2nd November
Mid-Term 1 Break

Sunday 3rd November to Thursday 7th November
Winter Uniform Changeover

Sunday 10th November
Prophet Mohamed’s Birthday (School closed)

Monday 11th November
Winter Uniform
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