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Studiis Gubernatio
A group of inquisitive Year 5 students enjoyed their Maths lesson about Roman
Numerals to such an extent that they became interested in words that are
derived from Latin. Amina noticed that the school badge on our uniform
contained a Latin phrase, ‘Studiis Gubernatio’. The class used the internet to
research this and concluded that the word ‘Gubernatio’ means leadership. The
children then tried to make sense of this and suggested that the term means
‘studying to become leaders’. Unfortunately, they could not find an accurate
translation for this phrase, however, help was at hand as Mr Peter Godfrey was
visiting the school at the time and he was able to explain that the words
translate as ‘leadership through knowledge’. At Modern English School Cairo, we
put this motto into action each day by preparing young, diverse minds for a
future as critical thinkers and life long learners ready to be leaders of the future.



…we have been developing our skills in construction. We made a
human number train in our class and then made a train track on
the floor. We used our imaginations to create necklaces, castles
and boats with our construction toys. Then, we used our
knowledge about shapes to make some amazing arrangements
with them and created some beautiful designs. We thought that
they looked like windows, doors and parts of houses. There was
even a delicate spider web as well. Yellow class worked really
nicely together and it is lovely to see the teamwork skills that the
children are demonstrating. What super builders you all are!
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…we have been learning all about our emotions as part of our
Personal, Social and Emotional Development area of learning.
We have explored how to tell how someone is feeling by looking
at their face or simply asking them. We have also discovered how
to deal with our own emotions especially if we are angry. We
then decided this would be a fabulous topic for our class
assembly. We have been super excited to act out different
emotions for our assembly video. We have also been working
extremely hard on practising saying our lines on stage and
making up actions for the songs. Some of us have even made
some beautiful drawings of how we feel. We have followed
instructions to decorate our own assembly hats showing
different emotions that we might feel during the day at school.
During our Literacy lessons in class, some of the children started
writing CVC words for the first time and others even started
writing simple sentences using a capital letter at the beginning,
finger spaces between words and a full stop at the end!
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… we have been really busy this week, with all
the fun and interesting learning going on. In our
English lessons, we are continuing to listen to a
range of stories from African countries. This
week we enjoyed reading the story ‘Beatrices
Goat’, and adding elements of the story to text
maps we are making in preparation to write our
own African Story, in which our character is going
to fly through Africa on a magic carpet. In
Science we have been busy learning all about
different materials, and this week we focused on
plastic, glass and paper, and discussed if we
thought they were natural or man-made. We
used our technology skills in our Topic lesson to
pretend that we were the teachers and
researched all about different landforms. We
then presented our findings to the class. Did you
know that Egypt has a famous mountain?
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…our topic for the first term has been Inspirational Inventors. We learned about the inventions of Benjamin Franklin, the
Wright Brothers, Thomas Edison and many more. As part of our homework we were asked to use our knowledge and skills
to complete a variety of different activities. Some children created videos pretending they were the inventors themselves.
Others, created their own unique inventions. In addition to this, many children used their computing skills to research
facts about the inventors and create fact files. We had a fantastic show case afternoon in class where we shared our
inventions, videos, PowerPoints and fact files with each other.
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…we have been writing our own play scripts. We
designed and created a puppet each, wrote a
character description, then, in groups of four,
put them together and wrote a collaborative
play script. Next, we rehearsed our plays and,
finally, performed them to the rest of the class.
We had lots of fun but learnt lots of important
writing skills at the same time.

6



7

…we have enjoyed learning all about The Romans. These fantastic shield designs show off our artistic skills and are proving to
be very useful props in our Roman themed assembly too. They certainly make us look quite fierce. As well as learning about
the grizzly side of the Roman Empire and their military tactics, we have been appreciating what the Romans actually did for
us, as they were the first to think of underfloor heating, flushing toilets, concrete construction, effective roads and towns
based on a grid pattern with a central forum or market place. Who would have thought that inventions 2000 years ago would
have such an influence on our lives today?



…we love reading and particularly enjoy our weekly
library time with Ms Sally and Ms Dina. Our
impeccable behaviour and enthusiasm for reading
has earned us extra reading time on the bean bags,
which has been a great incentive. As we strive
towards becoming independent learners we have
been finding out how to choose appropriate books
and gain a love of reading which allows us to
appreciate and understand what we read in
greater depth. We also transfer these valuable
skills into lessons in other areas of the curriculum.
Ms Sally often inspires us with creative activities
linked to the books we are reading and her quote
of the month, which is: ‘You are braver than you
believe, stronger than you seem and smarter than
you think.’ Well done Year 5 Yellow; we are all
proud of your resilience and effort in reading!
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…we have spent the last week researching what life
was like for ordinary citizens during World War 2.
We looked at the foods they ate, the clothes they
wore and the jobs they had – we have even looked
at the different types of informal language that was
used in everyday conversations. Working in groups
on our own devices we researched and then
presented our findings to the class. Some students
used Google Slides and others made videos. Our
presentations were both interesting and
entertaining. We will use our research to help us
with our new unit of writing: Stories with Historical
Settings.



…Mr Mulligan and Ms Jane were very pleased to be able to share
some valuable internet safety sessions with parents at the recent
workshops held in the school theatre. The technology that our
students love to use is changing all of our lives, rapidly! Keeping up
with new developments and knowing how to stay safe online can be
difficult for both adults and children. Year 6 students have also been
using the Net Aware website this week to help them make some non-
linear presentations which we hope to display on our screen in the
atrium when they have been completed. The students like the fact
that children and parents contribute really clear, helpful information
to this website. We also intend to hold a range of further internet
safety events across the Primary Section in Term 2.
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In Year 6 Blue and in Mr. Cole's Maths class we have been using Nearpod as a plenary e-tool. It is an interactive
presentation and assessment app. For assessment, the teacher can design questions for students to answer such as: open-
ended questions, multiple choice questions, polls, memory tests, fill in the blanks and even draw it answers. Via Google
Classroom, the teacher can share a sign-in code to allow students to access the questions. When a student signs in their
name appears on the class interactive whiteboard. The teacher can decide to control the speed of the questions or they
can be student paced. When a student responds to a question their answer will be displayed on the board in real time. This
allows for teacher assessment of understanding of the lesson objective or for sharing accurate responses with other
students in the class. Nearpod is a free online teaching e-tool that the students are excited about using!
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Wednesday 3rd January
First Day Term Two

Sunday 7th January
Coptic Christmas – School closed

Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th January
Primary Parents Meetings

Sunday 21st January 
Term 2 ASAs begin


