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Coming Up Next

A little drama goes a long way!
At Modern English School Cairo, we are very proud of the productions and
concerts which take place throughout the school year. These motivate and
inspire our students to become articulate communicators and critical thinkers
through enthusiastic participation in a wide range of activities including
speech, creative movement and improvisation. Last week, the Year 6 students
were busy rehearsing for their spectacular performance of ‘James and the
Giant Peach’, which included the use of human sized puppet insects, created by
the students in their Art lessons. The process of bringing together a production
also builds relationships and deepens engagement across the curriculum;
feedback, reflection and choice are built into all stages of the process. Mr Billy,
the Expressive Arts Artist in Residence, also uses drama to encourage students
to explore complex real-world issues such as friendship and empathy.



…we have been very excited to learn about sea transport. We
discovered that sea vehicles float and travel by water so we decided to
create our very own boats. First, we collected different junk modelling
materials. Then we combined them together using simple tools and
techniques. After making our boats, we had lots of fun testing them in
the water to investigate if they were able to float. Some boats floated
and some didn’t float. We figured out independently, that it was best if
we used light materials rather than heavy materials. So we made the
boats again and were very happy that our experiment was a success!
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…we have had another very busy week. We have been learning about 3D shapes in Maths, and finding out which 3D 
shapes roll or slide easily. Some of us used everyday 3D shapes to create junk models. Our models included a scary 
dinosaur and a creative camera. During Outdoor Learning, we had fun dressing up in the jungle role play area and wearing 
crazy hair.
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… we love our art lessons as we have been

learning all about different colours. Last week,

we investigated the use of primary colours and

the artist Piet Mondrian; this week we learned

about secondary colours and the artist Mark

Rothko. We learned how to make secondary

colours, for example, we made orange by mixing

yellow and red. We made purple mixing red and

blue and finally, we made green by mixing blue

and yellow. After we mixed our own secondary

colours, we used them to create a ‘Colour Field

Painting’ inspired by the work of Mark Rothko.

At the same time, we found out interesting facts

about his life. We know he came from Russia

and moved to America when he was very young.
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…we’ve had another super week of learning. In Maths,
we looked at 3D shapes and their properties. We
completed a shape hunt around school, as well as
completing a round robin activity day and making our
own 3D shapes from their nets. We had an outstanding
week in English. We have been learning about non-
chronological reports and not only do we now know the
features of a non-chronological report, but we can also
create one with a template or without, which impresses
Mr Stuart a lot! Science saw us looking at habitats, and
micro-habitats in particular. We carried out an
investigation into which micro habitat bugs would enjoy
most: dry wood, sand, or wet wood. We made mini
habitats and then predicted where the bugs we caught
would want to live. We are waiting to see where they
choose! Finally, in History we have been looking at
inventors and this week we learnt all about Benjamin
Franklin and the amazing things he achieved.
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… we have been learning all about rocks in Science. We have investigated the stages of the rock cycle, the
different types of rocks which can be found, what fossils are and how are they formed as well as
completing experiments in the science lab to explore their different properties. Last week we were thrilled
to have our first trip of the year. We went to Wadi Degla to put all of our knowledge to the test and do
many fun and exciting experiments! One of our favourite activities was searching for and making our very
own fossils. However, the most intriguing experiment was when we were asked to dissect an owl pellet. We
had to look through it and use an ‘Owl Pellet Bone Chart’ to see what types of animals it had been eating.
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…we enjoyed an exciting technological challenge in English this week, testing our resilience using a Collaborative Google
Suite for Education app to build a features toolkit for our new Myths and Legend unit. Not only did we have the chance
to work collaboratively on the same Google Doc document, but we were also able to resourcefully mash-up our skills
accessing the reading materials embedded inside the Google Classroom as a Blendspace. Rather than discussing ideas
and asking each other questions verbally, we were able to use a variety of online blogging features to communicate
collaboratively, such as Google Docs comments, private messages, or comment posts under the Google Classroom
lesson stream. Having a whole class of students working together at the same time in one virtual space can be
challenging, however Violet class demonstrated outstanding resilience and relationship skills.
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…we have been busy making a commemorative
book expressing just how proud we are of the
Egyptian football team. We decided to make this
after the historic match against the Republic of
Congo, the result of which enabled Egypt to
qualify for the World Cup for the first time in 28
years. Each class member contributed a page
thanking Mohamed Salah and his team mates
for making us proud of Egypt and wishing them
luck when they go to Russia in 2018. Nour told
Mohamed Salah, that even though her family
was watching the match in various parts of the
world, they all cried with pride and happiness.
All of the children referred to the players
working as a team and they expressed their joy
at being part of such a momentous occasion.
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…we have fully immersed ourselves in all things theatrical as we have prepared for our recent production of

‘James and the Giant Peach’. From helping to put the finishing touches to our puppets, to fine-tuning our singing

and acting skills, we are proving that hard work and dedication to our performance is really paying off. ‘James

and the Giant Peach’ has been an interesting, humorous and thoroughly memorable play to perform, and we are

have enjoyed every minute. We enjoyed being able to show our families how hard we have worked this term.

9



… we have been learning how to tell the time in Year 5 French lessons. ‘Quelle heure est-il?’ is the question that we now
know how to answer. We have also linked this with our knowledge of the school subjects to write complete sentences.
We have practised our French pronunciation skills by telling each other when we study each of the subjects, for example,
‘J’étudie le français à neuf heures.’ We have also drawn these times on clocks and have begun to learn how to say ‘half
past’, ‘a quarter to’ and ‘a quarter past’. In our ‘last person standing’ competition, we discovered who was able to
translate quickly and pronounce words correctly. This has added elements of fun and competition to our class and we
know how well we have learnt this particular topic.
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Year 4 students have been delving reflectively into their new
topic all about Roman Gods and Goddesses. Exploring myths and
legends, about these Gods and Goddesses, resourcefully through
the Google Classroom App has also enabled them to challenge
their technological and knowledge enquiry in a collaborative
setting. They resourcefully applied their new knowledge about
their favourite God or Goddess in Art Class this week, designing
Coats of Arms based on their research done through a
Blendspace announcement, and with the help of our Secondary
students, through our In-School Community Service initiative.
Not only were they able to continue their research outside of
school, but they could also communicate with their teachers
through the comments and blogging section to receive any
additional support. How have you been using your Google
Classroom to challenge your learning skills at home? How can
you use Google Classroom, to help build PSHE skills and
confidence with learning goals at home?
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Wednesday 22nd November
Term 1 ASAs end

Thursday 23rd November 
Thanksgiving (School closed)

Sunday 26th November – Thursday 7th December
Primary Photos 

Thursday 30th November 
Prophet Mohamed’s Birthday (School closed)


