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Meshwaar – A Creative Journey
Monday 14th May 2018 saw our hugely successful annual Art Exhibition take
place once again, with Primary students from FS1 to Year 6 as well as
Secondary students, sharing their personal masterpieces with parents,
grandparents, family and friends. This year’s theme entitled ‘Meshwaar’
explored the creative learning journey which MES Cairo students undertake
as they transition through the school. Ms Diala Naguib, a rising star among
Egyptian Artists and also a former MES Cairo student was our inspirational
guest speaker and opened the exhibition alongside Mrs Sawsan Dajani. As
always the best part of the event was watching the students move around
our vibrantly decorated atrium areas proudly explaining the work on display
to their parents and telling them about the artist or something they learned.



…we have been busy developing our skills in Maths in a fun and
practical way. After lots of practice, we can write numbers to 5, using
the correct number formation. We have also enjoyed ordering
numbers to 10 using flash cards and number lines and matching the
correct number to the quantity. The students in FS1 Orange are
enthusiastic mathematicians and it has been lovely to see them so
motivated in their learning; working together and sharing ideas.
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…the week started off with a kite racing event on the
field. During the recent holiday the children each
made their own kite at home. They brought their
kites to school and each class had the opportunity to
fly their kite on the field. The children thoroughly
enjoyed this and were excited to show us the kites
they made. During the remainder of the week, we
read the story ‘Back to Earth with a Bump’ which
featured a boy whose bed turns into a rocket and he
flies off to look for the sun. The children loved this
book and they made their own rockets using different
resources from the art area. Then we explored all the
planets and found out what they are each famous for.
After that we created our very own solar system in
the class. Each group of children made their own
planet using balloons and papier-mâché. Then the
following day we painted the planets based on the
information we found out about them.
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…we had a wonderful time at Arty Science Farm to help solidify what we have been learning about in our
recent Science lessons. The focus of our Science topic has been plants; we have planned investigations to test
the conditions plants need to grow and used our observation skills to identify and classify a number of plants
found locally in MES Cairo, and in the wider local environment of Egypt. We further developed our science skills
at Arty Science Farm, learning interesting facts about insects, experiencing a bug hunt, building a compost
container, planting tomato seedlings and creating our very own own pizza using fresh farm ingredients.
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…we spent an amazing day at Fagnoon. From tile-painting to
weaving, modelling clay to taking a bumpy donkey ride in a cart,
the students’ creative minds were definitely inspired.
Fortunately, they were able to take home several homemade
items to share with their families at the end of our long,
memorable day. The students should feel proud of not just their
artistic creations but also of how they represented MES Cairo
on a field trip, displaying great team work, patience and
listening skills to those around them. Well done Year 2 Orange!
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…we have started our final genre, Stories with

Unfamiliar Settings, in English lessons. Last week

we were excited to begin by designing our own

fantasy worlds, then we were given a story which

we had to change into a story map and practise in

small groups, using actions to perform to the

class. During Art we made a character or creature

to add to our fantasy diorama that we will make

during Art this week. The next steps in our

learning are to start planning, drafting and editing

our stories before our final stories are written and

hopefully ready to be made into a book.
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…we always enjoy a challenge and this week we have applied
our critical thinking skills to a lesson on area and perimeter.
We decided to look at an open-ended mathematical
investigation using pentominoes. Our first task was to see if
we could make all of the twelve pentominoes. This was not as
easy as it sounds! Once we had found all twelve we moved
on to the next stage of our investigation. We had to choose
any FIVE pentominoes to enclose as large an AREA as
possible. The mighty team of Youssef, Eti, Fehr and Selim S.
were the most successful at this activity. They managed to
enclose an area of 20 squares. It was very competitive as you
can imagine. If you think you can break our record, try
making all the pentominoes and tell us how you get on. This
kind of Maths work uses all of the 5Rs. It makes us REFLECT
on our learning and encourages us to be RESOURCEFUL and
RESILIENT. We must be RISK TAKERS and when we work
together we must develop our RELATIONSHIP skills.
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…our new topic called The Route to Russia is related to this year’s football World Cup. Egypt will initially be playing
Uruguay, Saudi Arabia and Russia. We have been looking at artists from these countries and we have very much enjoyed
creating art in different mediums. The Egyptian artist we looked at was Gazbia Sirry and we made kites in her style. For
the Uruguayan artist, we chose 'Childhood' by Petrona Viera and used paint and tissue paper for our representations.
From Saudi Arabia we looked at the work of Safeya Binzagr and we painted pebbles just like her picture Five Stones. Did
you notice something? They are all female artists! Next week we will look at Russia and we can't wait!
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…it has been a busy week in preparation for our class assembly. It was hard to believe that this would be our final class assembly
ever! However, we didn’t let that get in the way of our hard work. After lots of discussion, it was decided that we wanted to
base our class assembly on the game Jumanji but also tie in our favourite memories of our time spent in the Primary Section of
our school. So we set to work learning our lines and coming up with the various different scenes for our class assembly.
Everyone in the class showed excellent commitment and dedication to the performance because not only did we have to learn
lines for the assembly, but we also needed to spend time revising for our very important Arabic exams! In the end, we were all
very pleased, relieved and proud of our class assembly and we couldn’t think of a better way to celebrate the end of an era.
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Last week saw the Primary Girls’ Football Team play in their final
tournament of the season at the International School of
Choueifat. The Under 10 team worked incredibly hard and took
the game right down to a penalty shootout. Unfortunately with
an excellent keeper, Choueifat pipped us to a first place finish;
however the MES Cairo team were incredibly happy to take
second place. The Under 12 team had a harder battle in their
tournament but they did not allow this to deter them. They
produced some excellent football in the middle of the park and
defensively they were very strong. Despite playing their socks off,
the MES Cairo team had to settle for third place. A special
mention to Khadija Mashhour from the Under 12 team for
stepping up and offering to play for NCBIS when they were short
of players. This demonstrated exactly why she won Girls’ Team
Cougar Sportswoman of the Year. All the girls should be
extremely proud of their performances, not just this weekend but
across the whole season.
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…Year 4 students have just started their new
Science topic this term, learning all about
electricity. They used Google Slides to investigate
where electricity comes from, and then worked
collaboratively to teach others about renewable
vs. non-renewable energy. Resourcefully using
the Green Screen app to document their live
news broadcasts about energy and electricity in
class, they are looking forward to mashing-up
their technological skills to present it on Google
Classroom using Google Drive. How can you
Green Screen to liven-up your holiday memories
at home? Could it be used creatively to help
members of the family study together?
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Thursday 24th May
Year 1 Concert

Sunday 3rd June
Year 6 Transition Day – British Section

Tuesday 5th June
Year 6 Transition Day – American Section

Wednesday 6th June
FS1 Concert

Thursday 7th June
Year 6 Special Celebration

12


