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Global Awareness in Education 
At MES Cairo, we are always finding different ways to help our students develop
as citizens of the world through incorporating more global issues into our
curriculum. Recently the Year 4 students were inspired by a series of writing
lessons based on the theme of Global Warming. Using their artistic skills,
students worked closely with Ms Caroline Clarke to generate a visual map of the
impact it has on the Earth. They were shocked to learn that the Earth is getting
warmer and that this is making the ice melt, the sea levels rise and therefore
creating flooding, affecting plants and animals including humans! They also
watched a news clip on flooding in the cities of Alexandria here in Egypt and
London,England; it is hard not to believe how much the sea level has risen and

how it has affected housing. All of this captured the students’ imagination and
resulted in pleasing examples of writing to be shared with different classes.



…this week we have been learning about
positional language. We enjoyed playing
games such as ‘Simon Says’ and singing
songs to build vocabulary. There was
great excitement in the classroom when
we started to use the bee-bots. We
learned words such as ‘forwards’,
‘backwards’ and ‘next to’. The children
enjoyed programming the bee-bots to
move them to different positions on the
mats and it was lovely to see them
working so nicely together, taking turns
and sharing ideas.
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…it was an exciting week as we continued learning
about the culture and cuisine of other countries
around the world. The week started off with a
package for the students from a surprise sender -
the Emperor of China! The package contained an
envelope with a letter for each student and we
used our phonics to decode the secret message
before writing letters back to the Emperor. The
package also contained a Chinese dragon costume,
which we incorporated into our discover of
traditional Chinese music. Using different
instruments, we played Chinese music and tried
out our exciting dragon costume. In the kitchen, we
explored the world of Chinese cuisine. We cooked
Chinese noodles and learnt how to use traditional
Chinese chopsticks to eat the noodles. We learned
about capacity as we used our maths skills to
measure the water for the noodles.
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…we discovered that time flies when you are
having fun! We have been exploring the concept
of time in our Maths lessons. This week we all
demonstrated a strong understanding of reading
and telling the time to the hour and half past and
drawing hands on a clock to show these times.
We celebrated the end of our week with a game
of ‘How Long is a Minute.’ We were all 5R
superstars demonstrating our ability to arrange
ourselves into maths teams, assigning captains
and selecting a student to participate in each
minute-long activity. What transpired was a
classroom filled with roaring laughter and true
team spirit. The students cannot wait until they
all get a chance for a rematch in the coming
weeks.
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…we have been delighted to spend time being creative in the Art room with Ms Shimaa. Our current topic in Year 2 Orange
is China, so after exploring animals of the Chinese zodiac and selecting one, we made a model and have been busy covering
it with plaster. It involved lots of messy fun! Next week we are looking forward to painting over our sculptures using
different colours and adding more intricate details.
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…we have been looking at forces this week. We designed and

tested parachutes for the purpose of protecting an egg. As a result,

we discovered that dropping our designs from different heights

had several outcomes and that if the eggs didn't have enough

protection, sadly they came to a scrambled end. All of the

students enjoyed designing and carrying out the egg drop

experiment while at the same time reinforcing important scientific

skills which are part of the Year 3 Curriculum.
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…we have been inspired by the work of the
Spanish artist Jean Miro. We brought our brand
new play to the stage - an exciting story which we
all wrote together. It was based on Jean Miro, the
famous Spanish artist and features a cameo
performance in Spanish from Ms. Gonzalez,
teddy bears, angry police officers, amateur
detectives, art thieves and a bitter story of
revenge; you might even spot Mr Matthew and
Ms Dorothy sneaking onto the stage and being
watched carefully. This has all been part of our
Geography topic based on the wonderful country
of Spain. We have all had lots of fun while we
learned about Jean Miro and Barcelona. Poor Ms
Leila hasn't had too much fun though - she has
been busy trying to keep up with the action from
the light box where she has about ten different
jobs to do.
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…what an exciting week we had last week
with the much-anticipated Nile Cruise. We
enjoyed learning about the Ancient
Egyptians, visiting temples in both Luxor and
Aswan and of course bartering for gifts from
Luxor market to bring back to Cairo. The
Nubian village was so interesting and we saw
a crocodile in a tank in the house we visited!
Of course it was not all learning - the
standard of talents in the annual Talent
Show was outstanding, as were the dance
moves in the disco. We ate far too much in
the sumptuous buffet and enjoyed time with
our friends before returning to Cairo tired
but happy on Friday night. Yet another
fantastic trip!
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…we have been inspired by Ancient Greek architecture 
as we created our own paintings of Greek columns. 
Earlier in the week, we learned about the three main 
types of columns the Greeks used; Doric, Ionian and 
Corinthian columns. To create our paintings, we first had 
to draw the outline of our chosen column. The 
Corinthian columns were the hardest to draw and the 
Doric columns were the simplest. Once we had drawn 
the outline, we then had to add our base coat of paint. 
Next week, once the base coat has dried, we will then 
add the shading using various painting techniques.

“Learning how to draw and paint columns has been such 
a fun experience, because it helps me learn to trust my 
instincts and to be patient! Its very interesting how long 
it takes to perfectly design and paint it, but in the end, it 
was very unique and different!” –Khadija Awad.
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…after the fantastic Interhouse Competition before the end of Term 1, the focus has now turned to Sports Day preparations.
With the whole school working hard, from Foundation Stage working on their team work, to Key Stage 1 practising relay
races and Key Stage 2 mastering individual athletic skills, each Sports Day is building up to be an excellent showcase of the
amazing talents our students possess. In the Foundation Stage, children have been practising using space hoppers and kick
flips, as well as learning new games such as Bop Ball and Dragon’s Egg. Key Stage 1 have been developing their hand to eye
co-ordination and putting this into practice during the relay races. In Key Stage 2, they have been jumping, throwing and
running; improving in all elements of athletics. Sports Days for the Primary Section take place during the week before mid-
term break. All students must remember to wear their class colour t-shirt if they are in FS or KS1 and their house t-shirt if
they are in KS2 and no jewellery! We look forward to seeing all the parents there cheering on their children!
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…the Year 4 students have been delving into their creative
thoughts this past week, learning all about the Spanish language
for their topic unit about Spain. They resourcefully learned some
simple Spanish greetings, telling the time and object phrases
through their Google Classroom's Topic Blendspace. Working
collaboratively in pairs, they scripted and rehearsed a simple
conversation in Spanish together. Using either the Google Apps,
or a mash-up of an iPAD app such as ShowMe, they then
reflectively built imaginative and creative Spanish comic strips.
Not only did they resourcefully challenge their language skills
and mash-up their learning tasks with a variety of technological
tools, some even went as far as to Green Screen their scripts
live! This was an exciting and authentic way to bring second
language learning to life in a Year 4 classroom. How could you
mash-up these great apps to practise new language skills in a fun
and engaging way at home?
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Sunday 18th February
Year 5 Sports Day (8.30am – 10.30am)
Year 6 Sports Day (11.00am – 1.00pm)

Monday 19th February
Year 3 Sports Day (8.30am – 10.30am)
Year 4 Sports Day (11.00am – 1.00pm)

Tuesday 20th February
Year 1 Sports Day (8.30am – 10.30am)
Year 2 Sports Day (11.00am – 1.00pm)

Tuesday 20th February – Friday 23rd February
Year 5 Nile Cruise – Trip 2

Wednesday 21st February
FS1 Sports Day (11.15am – 12.45pm)

Thursday 22nd February

FS2 Sports Day (11.15am – 12.45pm)

Friday 23rd February – Saturday 2nd March inclusive
Mid-Term 2 Break


