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End of Term Reflections
It has been an action-packed first term at Modern English School Cairo, with
exciting learning opportunities happening everywhere you look. Every day the
students amaze us with their desire to improve in all aspects of school life. To
celebrate the end of their recent performance poetry unit some year groups
held a ‘Poetry Slam’ competition to showcase the students’ work. Our talented
poets had to show resilience as they competed against each other to be
awarded the winning places. The judges were harder to please than Simon
Cowell, looking for content, expression, confidence and overall performance.
Many of our students have also been busy rehearsing for the Seasonal Concert
which was a phenomenal success. The audience enjoyed a range of acting,
singing and colourful costumes. After such a busy term, we hope you have a
restful break and we are already excited about the learning to come in Term 2.



…we have been learning all about the different people who help us in
our community. We visited the fire station and pretended to be
firefighters and put out fires using the hose. We were also very
privileged to have policemen visit our school and describe how they
protect us and catch criminals. We took on different roles in our role
play area; some of us were dentists, builders and teachers. It has been
lots of fun to learn about these exciting jobs and we are looking forward
to experiencing some of them when we grow up!
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…we have been learning about healthy eating.
We talked about which foods are healthy and
which foods we should eat in moderation. “We
need to eat healthy food to give us energy so
we can run fast and grow,” said Ahmed H. The
children have been trying to make healthy
choices when asking which food they want in
their lunchboxes from home and we are now
seeing more children bringing healthy food
everyday. Every lunchtime the children point
out which healthy food they have and talk with
their friends about which fruits and vegetables
they like. In class we made a fruit salad using
the children’s favourite fruits. The children
were very careful when using knives to chop
their fruit and worked together to make this
delicious snack. We were very proud that all
children tried each fruit. Well done FS2 Blue!
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…we have been learning all about materials. We spent time exploring different materials such as plastic, paper,
metal, wood, fabric, glass, and rubber while learning about their diverse properties. Each week, we would focus on
a couple of new materials; we would investigate how a particular material is made and whether it was natural or
man-made. The students were flabbergasted with the fact that the main component of glass is actually sand which
is melted at a very high temperature and that rubber comes from rubber tree sap, which could take many hours or
even days to collect. They were very eager to find out how plastic is produced, where does metal actually come
from and how can we turn wood into furniture. We found ourselves researching and watching many educational
videos to answer all of these questions. Last week, we ended the topic by going on a material hunt around school,
students explored their environment, stopped to point out different materials and discussed their properties.
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…we have recently been on an exciting trip to the Wadi Environmental
Science Centre. When we arrived we enjoyed many fun activities,
including making a habitat for a tortoise and learning the life cycle of a
butterfly. We learned lots of new vocabulary and really impressed our
teacher by using these technical terms accurately when describing the
animals. We all had a lovely time and even got to make and eat a
healthy salad. We are really excited to learn more about our topic.
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…we have been making scarab beetles out of clay to link with
our learning based on Ancient Egypt. We went to the Primary
Art Room and used reference materials to sculpt and design our
beetles. We used wooden sticks to make holes for the legs.
After a week, the clay had set hard and we were able to paint
them in bright, attractive colours. The final step was to add
bendy legs and feelers made from pipe cleaners. Thank you to
Miss Shaimaa for helping us with our Ancient Egyptian artwork.



…we have been studying poetry and performing poems that we have learned by heart. We have worked on ensuring
our voices are loud and clear and our tone matches the content. Year 4 Blue have been encouraged to use facial
expressions and actions to make their performance enjoyable. Ms. Samantha has been impressed with how quickly the
students learnt their poems and have enjoyed watching all of the performances. Later on this week, we will have a
class performance poetry competition so we can select two students to represent the class at the Year 4 poetry slam.
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...we have focused on non-chronological
reports, using our own research to
investigate information about the
different planets. Each of us chose a
planet to focus our investigation skills on.
Using the internet and information texts,
we found ourselves with lots of
information to use in our own writing.
The planet wall is now looking fantastic
with our magnificent reports. The next
step was to create our own creatures and
for this we looked at ‘Flanimals’ written
by Ricky Gervais. As you can see in the
picture, our monster display is quite
frightening!
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…we often use Google Classroom for fun games, instructional videos and resources to help us work independently.
When a task has been set, students can often find resources that have been curated by the teacher to support
their learning and work. It is part of being a life-long learner and one of our 5Rs to be resourceful in school. We
also use the ‘question application’ on Google Classroom in order to be reflective. In Art, students have been asked
to respond to reflective questions in class and at home about World War II artwork and images. Subsequently, we
have then used our ideas to inform our understanding and approach to the task at hand in Art lessons. This term,
we have been completing a sketch drawing of a World War II scene which links with our topic.



…Term 1 has been a great success! We had many excited
students taking part in a wide range of afterschool activities. In
order to develop our wonderful programme, we asked students
to complete a survey to find out which ASAs they would like to
see offered in the future. Based on the outcome of this survey
we created ASAs for Term 2 to best serve the needs and wishes
of both our students and teaching staff. We are happy to offer an
updated programme that incudes a wide range of activities from
different areas like sports, arts, music and academics. This time
we will run a recreational football ASA in addition to the
competitive Cougar football season that will start in January. This
will give students who are not in Team Cougar a chance to sign
up for their favourite sport. Next term’s ASAs will start on Sunday
21st January 2018. Please note that we have made a change in
the sign up procedure. Now students who are interested in
multiple ASAs throughout the week can sign up for a maximum
of four ASAs. We will then do our best to place them in as many
ASAs as possible. As done in the past, the specific ASA’s will stay
open until they have reached their maximum number of
students.
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It's been an exciting end of term extravaganza in
Year 4, as students have been building their skills in
reading poetry aloud to take part in a Poetry Pod
Slam. Year 4 Violet decided to mash-up their English
and digital skills using the Green Screen app to
record their performances. They resourcefully used
Google Drive to upload their poetry selections and
practised reading them throughout the week. They
then used the Green Screen app to record their
recited poems against a background suited to their
poem's theme. The final performances will be
judged by the Year 4 teachers later this week. How
could you use the Green Screen app to resourcefully
turn family memories into creative mash-ups?
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Wednesday 3rd January
First Day Term Two

Sunday 7th January
Coptic Christmas – School closed

Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th January
Primary Parents Meetings

Sunday 21st January 
Term 2 ASAs begin


