
 
The IBDP is fully recognised and indeed highly  
respected by UK universities. The average acceptance 
rate of IB students to top universities in the USA is 22% 
higher than all the other applicants; this is just one 
example of the IBDP’s status amongst University/
College Admissions Officers. Some colleges offer  
special admissions and/or scholarship incentives for IB 
Diploma students.   
What is the difference between IB, A Levels and AP? 
AP/AHSD (offered to students in the American Section), 
A Level (offered to students in the British Section) and 
IBDP (offered to students from both Sections) are all  
recognised as valid qualifications by universities.  

The differences between IB, A Levels and AP lie in the 
curriculum content and in the way you learn.  No one 
system is necessarily ‘better’ than another; they are 
different. The holistic nature of the IBDP makes it an 
attractive option to some students and importantly, to 
many university admissions officers around the world. If 
you take the IBDP, you can specialise in three subject 
areas but still keep your career options open. 
 
IBDP 
Depth of study  
Analysis-based  
Multiple assessments  
Exam consists of essays/solutions/verbal and written 
Holistic programme  
Accepted for credit at most universities 
 
AP 
Breadth of study (coverage) 
Content-based 
Assessment by exam (often multiple choice and/or essay) 
Includes in-class project 
Individual units of credit 
Accepted for credit at most universities 
 
A Levels 
Depth of study in fewer subjects 
Content based 
Assessment by exam (essays/solutions) 
Units of credit/grades transfer points 
Enables student to specialise early on 
 

 

If you are thinking about joining the IBDP, you must 
express your interest early in Year/Grade 10. 
 
You will be invited to meet with the IB Coordinator 
and your Dean or Assistant Head in order to 
determine whether the IB is the best choice of 
course for you. Each individual student application 
is reviewed thoroughly and followed up at  
individual meetings with student and parents. 



What support  and guidance is offered to IBDP students? 
As well as receiving regular guidance from the Coordinator, from your HRT, and from your assigned  
Student and Teacher Mentors throughout the course, you will attend a Study Seminar class in Term 1 of 
DP11. This is to ensure that you have all the help you need with skills/time management as you embark on 
your IBDP journey. Your parents will be invited to information sessions and will be encouraged to stay in 
close contact with the IBDP staff team. We also have a network of IBDP MES Cairo Alumni who are only an 

                        email away to help with IBDP questions, or queries about life beyond the IBDP.  

 
One subject from each category:  
1.Language A1: English (HL/SL) , 
Arabic (HL/SL), Other Language A 
at SL under school supported 
self-study scheme 
2. Language B:  English B (HL), 
Arabic B (HL/SL, French B (SL/
HL), Spanish B (HL/SL), French 
and Spanish ab initio (SL).  
3.Individuals & Societies:  
Business Management (HL/SL), 
Geography (HL/SL), History  
(HL/SL), Economics (HL/SL) and  
Psychology (HL/SL). 
4. Experimental Sciences:  
Biology (HL/SL), Physics (HL/SL), 
Chemistry (HL/SL) 
5.Mathematics:Mathematics 
(HL/SL), Maths Studies (SL). 
6.Arts & Electives: Theatre  
(HL/SL), Visual Arts (HL/SL) or  
another subject from Group 3  
or 4. 
Students must take at least 3 
(but not more than 4) subjects at 
Higher Level (HL) and the others 
at Standard Level (SL).

A challenging and prestigious academic  
programme, recognised and highly valued by 
leading universities  
worldwide. 

For over 45 years, the IBDP has gained a reputation for rigour and high  
academic standards, for preparing students for life in a globalised 21st  
century, and for helping to develop citizens who will create a better, more 

peaceful world. 

 
Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS)  
is an exciting and fulfilling aspect of 
the IBDP programme. You will plan 
your project targets and split your 
CAS time in one creative pursuit 
(such as theatre, art or music), one 
physical activity and one community 
service activity.  

Decide what topic you will investigate in 
depth, in consultation with the teacher 
supervisor who specialises in your chosen 
area. You will then prepare a 4,000 word 
essay on it.  You will be fully guided and 
supported throughout this process. 
 

TOK 
This cross-disciplinary course offers IBDP 
students and teachers the opportunity to 
reflect critically on the human ways of 
knowing and on areas of knowledge. ‘It 
prompts you to be aware of yourself as a 
thinker, encouraging you to become more 
acquainted with the complexity of 
knowledge and to recognise the need to 
act responsibly in an increasingly  
interconnected but uncertain 
world’ (IBO). You will be able to apply  
critical thinking gained in TOK to enhance 
your understanding in all subjects.  
 

Score at least 24 points for your IB Diploma. 
You will earn up to three for your TOK, CAS 
and your 4,000 word essay. Your remaining 
points will be determined on how well you do 
in your coursework and externally assessed 
examinations in the subjects from the six 
groups (each scored out of a possible 7 
points). 

Who is a good candidate for the IBDP? 

 A well-organised student who is highly 
motivated, attends regularly, can manage 
time effectively, has strong reading skills 
and can communicate effectively in 
writing.  IB is suited to the curious mind. 
It is not just for the academically elite; in 
fact, it is possible that some academic 
students may not always be successful in 
an IB programme, as it has less emphasis 
on ‘book learning’ and greater emphasis 
on analysis and critical thinking skills. 

 A student who  wants to make a positive 
difference to the community and indeed 
the world! 

 A student who enjoys a range of subjects  
and activities (for example enjoys Science 
as well as Theatre) and appreciates the 
structure and interconnected nature of 
learning.  


